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zen, not in the Empire but in a Common-
wealth., in a partnership if possible; if God
wills it, an indissoluble partnership but not
a partnership superimposed upon one nation

by another......Either party should have

the right to sever this connection."1

But there was no definite change in the British
policy. Gandhiji's whole spirit rebelled against
British imperialism. When the second World
War broke out, Britain's case for asking India's
help in it was morally weak.

There was a glaring contradiction between
Britain's war aims and its imperialistic policy to-
wards India which was not even formally consulted
on the declaration of war. Gandhiji saw this and
fee wrote in anguish:

"India has every right to examine the impli-
cations of high sounding declarations about
justice, preservation of democracy and free-
dom of speech and liberty. If a band of
robbers have ampng themselves a democratic
constitution in order to enable them to carry
on their robbing operations more effectively,.
they do not deserve to be called a democracy

1 Speeches and Writings ofMahatma Gandhi^ p. 793.